The Legend of Shakespeare

No household in the English-speaking world is properly
furnished unless it contains a copy of the Holy Bible and
of The Works of William Shakespeare, It is not necessary
that these books should be read in maturer year$5 but they
must be present as symbols of Religion and English
Culture.                                           '                   _ ,

Shakespeare has not always been so symbolic a figure.
He was once an actor and a playwright^ when neither
actors nor the stage were regarded as respectable or of
any Importance. The notion that he was the supreme
Genius of the English Race did not begin until he had been
dead more than a century; but since then it has become
so firmly accepted that no schoolboy can avoid a detailed
study of at least one of his plays.

Nevertheless the first public notice of Shakespeare was
hostile and unkind. In the autumn of 1^92, Robert
Greene, the most popular author of his generation, lay
penniless and dying. Greene was" a Cambridge man who
had written several successful plays. The players had
grown rich on the products of his brain, and now he was
deserted and alone. He wrote a letter to three of his
friends who had likewise helped to make the fortunes of
the players, warning them to avoid his misfortunes* *Is it
not strange, that I, to whom they all have been beholding,
is it not like that you to whom they all have been behold-
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